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 About St. Photios Shrine 

   St. Photios Greek Orthodox  

National Shrine is a living    

memorial to the first Greek  

settlers on the American conti-

nent and to all Greek Orthodox 

pioneers whose love of freedom 

and desire for a better life for 

themselves and their children 

brought them to this New World. 

   Called “The Jewel of St. 

George Street,” the St. Photios 

Chapel should be on every   

visitors “must see” list. 

   The Shrine is located in his-

toric downtown St. Augustine, at 

41 St. George Street, between 

Orange and Cuna streets. 

    Hours of operation: Mon-Sat, 

9-5,  Sunday 12-6. 
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Inside this issue: 

   The St. Photios Foundation has 

entered into the third phase of 

the Archbishop Iakovos Endow-

ment/Enhancement program. 

  The Wall of Tribute, upon 

which the names of major donors 

are inscribed, is now a focal 

point of the museum, a work of 

art in its own right while encour-

aging donations for the purpose 

of maintaining the facility in 

perpetuity. 

    Over the past 30 years, thou-

sands of  individuals, families, 

parishes, dioceses and metropo-

lises, parishes and other service 

organizations have provided 

financial sustenance to the 

Shrine. 

    The names of benefactors who 

have bequeathed large or special 

gifts were engraved on brass 

panels.  

    Today the Wall of Tribute is a 

back lit, reverse etched tribute to 

those   honoring themselves and 

their loved ones.   

    Wall of Tribute inscriptions in 

2010 include: Metropolitan 

Maximos -- honored by the   

Pittsburgh Metropolis Archons;  

Archon Angelo and Anna 

Koukoulis of Bridgeport, W.Va.; 

Archons Gust and Christ Kraras 

of Reading, Pa; George T. and 

Kula Kusturiss Loutsion honored 

and included with their son  

Archon Dr. Nicholas and Susan 

Loutsion and family of Canons-

burg, Pa; Christo and Despina 

Panos of Milwaukee; Steve and  

Constance Ross of Knoxville, 

Tenn.; John N. and Trudy 

Pappas of Jacksonville, Fla. - 

honored by their daughters and 

their families; Beverly and 

Nicholas P. Pappas of Jackson-

ville, Fla; Nicholas James    

Toscas whose wife Maria    

honored his blessed memory 

and honored her family and 

daughter Margo and Nicholas 

Edward Kelley. The family is 

originally from Joliet, Ill., and 

hails from Orlando and St 

Augustine, Fla.. 

    The Holy Trinity Greek   

Orthodox Cathedral in Char-

lotte, N.C. was added for their 

donation of nearly $5,000    

apportioned for the reliquary 

stand in the chapel.   

     This  fund-raising program 

of the St Photios Foundation, 

was initiated in 1982 by  

Archbishop Iakovos of blessed 

memory.  

   Funds raised through this 

program aid in meeting the  

financial obligations of the 

Shrine with a portion set aside 

to  preserve and maintain it. 

    A two-line inscription costs 

$2,000. Each additional line 

costs $500.  

    Vannette Carousis of the New 

Jersey Metropolis is the com-

mittee chair. She and the Foun-

dation  thank one and all for the 

support shown and encourage 

individuals, families and organi-

zations to    include their loved 

ones on the 2011 listing. 

Foundation Enters 3rd Phase of Program 

New Trustees 
Board Installed  

New board officers were   

installed at the annual St 

Photios Foundation meeting on 

Feb. 5, at the Casa Monica 

hotel in St. Augustine. Archon 

Dr. Manuel N Tissura, of At-

lanta was   installed as first 

vice president of the St. 

Photios Greek Orthodox    

National Shrine Founda-

tion. Other officers for the 

2011-12 term are: Second Vice 

President Anthony N Megas,  
Continued on page 2 
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ST. PHOTIOS FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

Contact Us 

Friends of St. Photios newsletter is published by The St. Photios 
Greek Orthodox National Shrine.  

Personnel  

Polly Maouris Hillier ðDirector  

Fr. George IoannouðChaplain 

Fernando Arango, Gina Mercado, Presvytera Lisa Ioannouð
Museum Docents 

Chia Hsuan Lin ð Office Manager 

St. Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine  

PO Box 1960  

St. Augustine, FL 32085 -1960 
Telï 1-904-829-8205/Fax 1-904-829-8707 

E-mail -  info@StPhotios.com 

Web siteï www.stphotios.com 

The St. Photios Board of Trustees 

 Archbishop DEMETRIOS, Chairman 

Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta, President 

Dr. Manuel N Tissura, First Vice President 

Anthony N Megas, Second Vice President 

Maria Carantzas, Treasurer 

Leslye Alex Phillips, Secretary 

Polexeni Maouris Hillier, Director 

Metropolis Representatives 
Rev Fr Demetrios Recachinas (Archdiocese) 

Christos Daphnides 

Rev Fr Peter Balkas (Chicago) 

Joanne Stavrakas 

Archdeacon Ryan Gzikowski (Pittsburgh) 

Angelo Koukoulis 

Rev Fr Paul Pantelis (Boston) 

Rose Papanickolas McGrath 

Harry Plomarity (Denver) 

George Parandes (Atlanta) 

Rev Fr Nicholas Pathenos (Detroit) 

William Bisbikis 

Rev Fr John Manuel (New Jersey) 

Vannette Carousis 

Sophia Nichols Karakoglou 

Fr. Aris Metrakos, George Stratigos (San Francisco) 

Ex-Officio Members 
Anthony Limberakis 

Order of St Andrew 

Aphrodite Skeadas 

Ladies Philoptochos Society 

Nicholas Karacostas 

Order of AHEPA 

Paulette Poulos 

Leadership 100 Endowment 

Rev Dr Nicholas Louh 

St. John the Divine, Jacksonville 

William Toundas 

Rev Fr George Ioannou 

Holy Trinity, St Augustine 

William Lulias 

Rev Fr Joseph Samaan 

St Demetrios, Daytona Beach 

Constantine M Rizopoulos 

Emeritus Board 
Bishop John of Amorion 

Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos 

Andrew A Athens 

Peter Bouras 

Eula Carlos 

Harry Cavalaris 

Dr George Croffead + 

Ted Johnson 

Charles Masterpolis 

Ted Pappas 

Steve Poulos 

Ernest Villas + 

Treasurer Maria Carant-

zas, and Secretary Leslye 

Alex Phillips. 

    All hail from the   

parish of St. John the 

Divine in Jacksonville, 

Fla. Metropolitan Alexios 

of Atlanta, president of 

St. Photios Foundation, 

thanked both the retiring  

trustees: first vice 

president, Archon 

H a r r y  T h o m a s 

Cavalaris (Charlotte, 

N.C.) and Archon 

A n d r e w  A t h e n s 

(Chicago). 

    The Foundation 

bestowed them both 

with the prestigious St.  

New Foundation Board Members Installed 

Metropolitan Alexios attended the Feb. 5 St. Photios Foundation Annual 

Meeting.  The Foundation Board of Trustees include: (front, L-R) Fr 

George Ioannou, Polly Hillier, Manuel Tissura, Metropolitan Alexios, Rev 

Dr Nicholas Louh, Fr Peter Balkas, Fr Joseph Samaan, and Fr Nick      

Pathenos. (standing L-R)  Nicholas Stamatogiannakis, Bill Toundas, 

George Stratigos, Anthony Megas, Rose McGrath, Sophia Nichols      

Karakoglou, Angelo Koukoulis, Vannette Carousis, Will Bisbikis, Ted 

Pappas, Maria Carantzas, Peter Bouras, Leslye Phillips, Joanne Stavrakas, 

Harry Tom Cavalaris. 

Photios Award at the 

Pilgrimage Luncheon 

on Sunday, Feb. 6,    

citing their decades of 

dedication to this insti-

tution of the Greek  

Orthodox Archdiocese. 

   They will now serve 

as emeritus trustees. 
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Archbishop Demetriosõ Encyclical: St. Photios National Shrine  

    To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, 

the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the 

Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and 

Members of the Parish Councils of the 

Greek Orthodox Communities, the 

Distinguished Archons of the Ecu-

menical Patriarchate, the Day, After-

noon, and Church Schools, the Philop-

tochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, the 

Hellenic Organizations, and the entire 

Greek Orthodox Family in America 

 

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

    On this blessed feast of St. Photios 

the Confessor and Patriarch of Con-

stantinople, it is our annual tradition to 

recognize and support the work of our 

St. Photios National Shrine in St. 

Augustine, Fla.  

    We do this because the National 

Shrine has a significant role in the 

ministry of the Greek Orthodox 

Church in America. This past year 

over ninety thousand visitors came to 

the St. Photios Shrine and experienced 

the way that this beloved institution of 

our Archdiocese offers a remembrance 

of our heritage, a witness of our Or-

thodox faith, and illumination through 

the grace of God. 

    For over three decades through the 

efforts of its founders, supporters, di-

rectors and staff, the St. Photios Shrine 

has been a place of remembrance. The 

Shrine’s location is a place of history, 

tied directly to the Greek immigrants 

who came to North America in the late 

1700s. 

    Along with preserving the knowl-

edge, struggles, and identity of these 

early pioneers, the Shrine has ex-

panded its role and work to include 

numerous aspects of our Greek Ameri-

can history and identity offering an 

unique and essential educational ex-

perience to our Omogenia, to area 

students, and to visitors from through-

out the United States and the world. 

    The St. Photios National Shrine is 

also a place of witness. In addition to 

preserving and teaching the Greek 

American experience, the Shrine of-

fers a genuine witness of the depth, 

beauty, and holiness of our Orthodox 

Christian faith. 

   Through the chapel, programs, 

bookstore, and exhibits the Shrine 

shares with visitors both the strong 

relationship between our heritage and 

faith, as well as invites all who enter 

to engage with the sanctity of our 

worship and contemplate their faith 

and relationship with God. 

    This is why our St. Photios Shrine 

is also a place of illumination. Over 

the years many have had a deep and 

transforming experience of the pres-

ence of God, a spiritual prompting by 

the Holy Spirit to seek more, to en-

counter Christ, and to open their 

hearts and minds to faith. 

      For many their visit to the shrine was 

the beginning of a journey into the Ortho-

dox Church and into a greater experience 

and understanding of the grace of God. 

    With our prayers and support our St. 

Photios National Shrine will continue to 

open the spiritual eyes of visitors to the 

way of life and truth that is offered and 

nurtured through our Orthodox faith. 

    It will also continue to be a place of 

remembrance and witness, serving a vital 

role in the preservation, teaching, and 

exploring of our heritage as Greek Ameri-

cans. 

.    I encourage you to offer your support 

to our National Shrine on this day by re-

membering the directors and staff in your 

prayers, giving generously to the pro-

grams of the Shrine, and planning a visit 

to experience this very special place that 

serves all of us in the Church in America. 

    As we commemorate our father among 

the saints, Photios the Confessor, may we 

also follow his example and intercessions 

to Christ our God in our witness and 

prayers, so that others will see the grace 

of God in our lives and seek Him who 

offers the gift of truth, love and life. 

 

With paternal love in Christ, 

 

†DEMETRIOS 

Archbishop of America 

ST. PHOTIOS GREEK ORTHODOX NATIONAL SHRINE 
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29th Anniversary of Shrine Dedication Celebrated 

Musical selections were presented by the Choir of St John 
the Divine Church, led by Athena Tsengas Mann. 

At the Divine Liturgy, Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos served 
with Father Martin Ritsi. Metropolitan Alexios gave the ser-
mon to those attending (below). 

    The 29th Anniversary of the Dedication of the St 

Photios Greek Orthodox Shrine took place Feb. 4 -6 

weekend in St Augustine. His Eminence Metropolitan 

Alexios presided over the activities.  

    Friday afternoon, Shrine chaplain Fr. George Ioan-

nou, led the faithful in a procession to the Tolomato 

Cemetery where the Trisagion was chanted in memory 

of the colonists who came to America in 1768 with   

Andrew Turnbull's New Smyrna colony. The survivors, 

who settled in St Augustine following a plantation wide 

revolt in 1777, are buried here. Special thanks to 

Margo, who with her son Nicholas Kelley hosted the 

reception which was held in conjunction with St 

Augustine's First Friday ArtWalk.  

    The Foundation convened for its annual meeting on 

Feb. 5. Metropolitan Alexios celebrated Great Vespers 

with visiting clergy and Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos. 

His Grace read the Archbishop's Encyclical to the faith-

ful. The blessing of the five loaves and a reception 

hosted by the Stamatogiannakis family followed.  

    Sunday morning began with Orthros and Divine Lit-

urgy. Bishop Dimitrios was the celebrating hierarch 

with Metropolitan Alexios, being Protopsaltis. The glo-

rious liturgy resonated through the chapel as attendees 

celebrated the Feast Day of St. Photios. Archon and 

Mrs. Manuel Tissura chaired the Feast Day Luncheon at 

the Casa Monica Hotel. Special greetings on behalf of 

the National Philoptochos were given by Evan    Mekras 

Scurtis. Michael J. Reppas, Esq. gave the Keynote      

Address: Living the Life of St Photios; the choir of St. 

John the Divine in Jacksonville sang hymns; and Ted 

Pappas presented a look at the Shrine's History - 1970-

1979. 

    At this time the Foundation honored the memory of 

Elizabeth Towers, a Philhellene who defended the con-

struction of an Orthodox house of worship on the 

grounds of the Avero House back in the 70's when the 

city was garnering strength to renege on the original 

plans. Her son, Charles Towers of Jacksonville, ac-

cepted the award with gratitude. He introduced his table 

of family members, and recalled the fervor of his 

mother, a Florida patriot, who died in 1985.  

    Archon Pappas recognized his fellow parishioners 

who with him, were appointed by Archbishop Iakovos 

of blessed memory to serve on the Shrine Committee: 

George Carantza, Jerry Felos, Nick Megas, Chris and 

Voula Trizonis, Steve Poulos, Ted Pappas and Father 

John Hondras.   

    Metropolitan Alexios bestowed awards to St John the     

Divine, Jacksonville, Fla., St Demetrios of Daytona 

Beach, Fla. and Holy Trinity Cathedral, Charlotte, N.C. 

for outstanding stewardship to the Shrine in 2010.  

    He recognized Geegee Angelopoulos and Constance 

Fotiou Gaitanis for outstanding volunteer service and 

Efrosini Nektaria Fotopoulos of Holy Trinity Cathedral, 

Charlotte, NC for providing fundraising opportunities 

for senior high school students resulting in the reliquary  

 which holds the relics of 18 saints in the narthex of 

the St Photios Chapel. The event culminated with spe-

cial recognition of Archons Harry Tom Cavalaris and 

Andy Athens, who after decades of service to the St 

Photios Foundation, were granted their request of 

emeritus status. Archon Charles Masterpolis then presented a 

check to the Foundation for $50,000.  Metropolitan Alexios 

thanked Charlie and Mrs. Eula Carlos for contributing $1 mil-

lion each to the Archbishop Iakovos Endowment Fund, thus 

ensuring financial the financial stability of the Shrine. 
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Join the Friends Membership, Renew Now 
I am supporting the outreach and ministry of this  embassy 

of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese with this donation of 

__________________ in memory and in honor of the first 

Greek Colonists who settled in Florida in 1768. 
 

Name: ______________________________________________ 

Address:  

____________________________________________ 

Telephone number: 

___________________________________ 

___ monthly    Check ____________________ 

___ semi annually   Credit Card: 

_______________ 

___ now, in full   __________________________ 

Please print name as it appears on the credit card:  

Name: ______________________________________________ 

Credit Card # 

Meet the Staff 
Dear Everyone, 

    My name is Gina Mercado and I am so grateful and so 

blessed to be a part of the St. Photios Greek Orthodox 

Shrine.  I would like to share with you my story on how 

and why I became Greek Orthodox.  I did not marry into 

it as many people assume and I wasn’t searching for it, 

at least not consciously. It was May 2001 and I moved 

from Las Vegas to San Jose, Calif.  Sheer desperation is 

what moved me out of a dark, depressed, and empty life. 

    I enrolled in Trinity Massage College my first week in 

San Jose and got a part-time job at a Greek-owned res-

taurant. In my second week at the restaurant a stack of 

flyers were placed on the counter announcing the annual 

Greek Festival.  I had never been to a Greek festival 

before and I really wanted to go. 

    Two weeks passed, the festival came and I arrived at 

what seemed to be a spectacular event. There was beau-

tiful music, wonderful dancing, colorful costumes, great 

food, wine and so many people. I spent at least 3 hours 

outside enjoying the festivities not even realizing I was 

at a church.  I finally wandered around the grounds and 

into the church gift shop.  It was silent and so beautiful. 

So many religious things I had never seen before.  I 

walked around slowly taking it all in and it was in the 

silence of the moment that I heard a voice say, “You’re 

now home”. I quickly looked around to see who was 

there, but no one was in sight.  

    The following Sunday I attended by myself my first 

Greek Orthodox service at St. Nicholas church. It was 

the most beautiful service I had ever seen or ever been 

to. It was in half Greek and half English and although I 

may not have understood it all, I knew I was home. I 

cried a thousand tears on that day and every Sunday 

following for the next eight months. I could feel the 

presence of the Holy Spirit, leading me, guiding me.  I 

soon began to attend the weekly Bible study class. 

    Now three years had passed and 

every Sunday my heart wished to re-

ceive communion, but I still had reser-

vations about committing to an organ-

ized religion. 

     Then God gave me a powerful 

dream that woke me up in a panic and 

all I remembered was Jesus Christ on 

the cross. I immediately called the 

church and within one week, on Aug. 

14, 2004 I was chrismated Eugenia.  It 

was so beautiful, it literally felt like a 

mystical wedding and I was married to  

Christ. Indeed I was married to Christ. 

Since then this is what has happened. 

August 2006-May 2007: Became part of 

the St. Photios Shrine family. 

May 2007-Dec.2007: Left St. Augustine 

& St. Photios Shrine and moved back to 

California. I lived there 6 months. 

Jan. 2008-July 2008: Left California to 

spend time in Greek Orthodox monaster-

ies, three months in Greece and three 

months in America. I received the best 

education in Orthodoxy I could have ever 

hoped for as well as learning the beauti-

ful art of making prayer ropes, the pow-

erful art of silence, and the Jesus Prayer. 

July 2008: Moved back to St. Augustine 

and St. Photios Shrine. 

 July 2010:  Went on Mission trip to 

Guatemala with OCMC. 

2007-2011: Compiled and published a 

book called In HIS Words.  

     This book contains all the words of 

Jesus Christ, placed in order from the red 

letter text of the Orthodox Study Bible 

without any individual commentary. 

    It is now available at St. Photios 

Shrine and www.behappythinkgod.com.  

  

 Thank you for letting me share with you 

my spiritual journey back to God.  

In Love with Christ, 

 Eugenia 

    Fifty students and their parents from the Melbourne, 

Fla., community of Indian Harbour Beach traveled by 

bus from their Montessori School to St. Augustine to 

tour the city and the Shrine. 

    Teresa Trawick, teacher and trip organizer, is a proud 

decendent of the St Augustine Pacettis who trace their 

family line to Josef Tomas Pacetti, who was born on 

Feb. 27, 1796 to Minorcan parents in St. Augustine. 

    His father, Andres (Paxeti), hailed from Trapani, Sic-

ily, Italy. His mother was Maria Del Rosario Castell, 

She was born in 1760 in Alayor, Minorca, Baleares, 

Spain. 

    The scheduled tour was well received with a visit to 

the Oldest Wooden School house (built by Ioannis Ioan-

nopolis) and the Basilica courtyard for a photo in front 

of the statue of Father Pedro Camps. 

50 Montessori Students Visit 

Sampling Greek at the Shrine  

     On Wednesday, March 16, a session intro-
ducing the Greek language was led by Dr. 
Constantine Santas in the Orthodox Room of 
the Avero House at the Shrine. Mr. and Mrs. 
Moratis of St Nicholas, Pittsburgh attended.   

http://www.behappythinkgod.com=/
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The St. Photios National Shrine: Yesterday and Today 
By Rev Father John Vlahos, 

 The crowd of over 200 people ap-

plauded as the man, who was being hon-

ored for his 50 years of service to the 

community, walked towards the podium. 

  He began his speech by exclaiming, 

"When I first came to this town as a 

young man, the only suit I had was the 

one that I was wearing and all my pos-

sessions were tied in a red bandana and 

draped over my shoulder.  Today, I own 

the bank, the newspaper, the two hotels, 

nine oil wells and the TV station."  

    Later that evening, an impressed visi-

tor asked him what he had in that red 

bandana.  He replied, "Let's see if I re-

call correctly. Oh, about $400,000 in 

cash and another $750,000 in negotiable 

securities. 

    For me, this story describes the arrival 

of the first Greek settlers that came to 

America in 1768. 

    These first Greeks were recruited by 

the British to come and cultivate land in 

Florida.  They came penniless yet they 

brought to America the greatest gift and 

a most priceless treasure: 

     Our Lord Jesus Christ and the heri-

tage of a living faith going all the way 

back to the   Apostles. 

     They offered America the unadulter-

ated and unstained teachings of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Bearing such a gift, you 

would think that they would have been 

held in high honor by all those inhabi-

tants of the surrounding regions. 

    You would think that everyone would 

be singing hymns of joy since the words 

of the Lord had come to life for them, as 

they did for Zaccheus when Jesus said, 

"For today salvation has come to your 

house."  

     Unfortunately, they did not receive a 

hero's welcome.  The opposite hap-

pened.  They were promised freedom 

and land in exchange for 7 years of culti-

vating the land for the exportation of 

indigo.  Instead, they were lied to. 

     As indentured servants they had little 

or no rights, few freedoms and no inde-

pendence whatsoever.  For nine years 

they watched their colony thrive agricul-

turally while their compatriots suc-

cumbed to inhumane treatment and natu-

ral tragedy. 

     The three hundred survivors endured  

unthinkable struggles, overcame the 

harshness of treatment and rose above the 

abject loneliness. 

     The demise  of the Colony in 1777 was 

due to the abandonment of the New 

Smyrna Plantation. 

    They journeyed back to St. Augustine, 

the very place they touched land in the 

New World on June 26, 1768. Slowly, 

they assimilated into the community. 

    They became respected citizens while 

becoming established within the capital of 

the East Florida province. 

     These first immigrants cherished their 

faith and would gather at the Avero 

House (the Greek or Minorcan Chapel as 

it was called then) for prayer and fellow-

ship.  

     This Avero House still stands:  it is the 

St Photios Greek Orthodox National 

Shrine! 

   The Shrine's mission for us today in the 

21st century is to proudly honor the  

memory of not only the first colony of 

Greeks that came to America but also all 

the Greek immigrants that came after 

them. 

     Its object is to preserve, enhance and 

promote the ethnic and cultural traditions 

of Greek heritage and the teachings of the 

Greek Orthodox Church in America. 

     For us, it is important to joyfully    

remember the waves of early immigrants 

who came to this country in search of life, 

liberty and happiness. 

     They laid a foundation for us to live 

and prosper just as we now are laying 

foundations for the upcoming              

generations.  It would behoove us to think 

of life as a relay race.  In the race of life 

no one starts from scratch. 

     Others have run the race before us.  

Still others will run after us.  If we fail to 

pass on the lighted torch they have given 

us, we fail not only them but we also  

deprive countless others in the future of 

knowing the Light of Christ. 

   Many people, male and female, young 

and old, Greeks and non-Greeks,         

Orthodox and heterodox, have come and 

visited the Shrine. 

  They have read the history, they have 

listened to the video; they have lit a    

candle, they have said a silent prayer in 

the chapel. 

  They are all witnessing Orthodoxy, they  

are learning about the true faith.      

    Records show that though that 

first generation of the early colo-

nists, never had an Orthodox cleric 

with them, the Shrine has 

'converted' many. Twenty-three 

people from four families were 

baptized Orthodox in 1998, 1999 

and 2001! We are a generation that 

has received much in this country.  

We must ask ourselves what have 

we given and what can we give to 

ensure that the mission of the 

Shrine continues.  The Shrine can-

not be accessible 360 days a year 

without the support of the faithful. 

     St. Photios Shrine is one of the 

five institutions of the Greek Or-

thodox Archdiocese.  We thank the 

Philoptochos for answering the call 

for any and all needs set before 

them.  We pray that other groups 

realize the importance in support-

ing the Shrine as well. 

    We strive to offer ways in which 

financial responsibilities can be 

met.  The National Shrine Church 

Supply component provides eccle-

siastical items such as candles, 

holy water bottles, safety cups, and 

incense for churches.  The mu-

seum's gift shop offers books, 

icons, cultural and religious items 

for visitors.  We look to the faithful 

to support the National Shrine Day 

Pilgrimage, Greek Landing Day 

and the Essay Contest. 

   And many do - thank you.  

Please continue to do so and re-

member, another way to remember 

the Shrine and to remember a per-

son, organization or community is 

to include their names on the Wall 

of Tribute.  

    Just like the man who looked 

poor in his one suit and red ban-

dana, in actuality, he was ex-

tremely wealthy.  Likewise, our 

Shrine, may seem to be a poor 

white building, a memorial to our 

forefathers, who as indentured ser-

vants struggled, stands as a treas-

ure, a gem, the Jewel of St George 

Street.  The Shrine is worthy of 

your support.  You are truly worthy 

of the Shrine. 
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Shrine Essay Contest Winner Named 

Metropolis of Atlanta Philoptochos President Evan Mekras Scurtis 
welcomes everyone to the St. Photios Shrine Foundation meeting. 

ôHappy-ningsõ at the Shrine 

Happy reunion ð Fr. Damaskinos Ganas and Di-
rector Polly Hillier. Fr. Ganas served her home par-
ish of St George in Kingston, N.Y. and wrote her 
recommendation to attend Hellenic College.  

Happy to be of service ð Shrine Volunteers Marcy Ballis, Connie 
Gaitanis, Presvytera Mary Theodosion with staff member Chia Lin. 

    St. Augustine – Katherine Bacalis, chair of the annual St Photios 

Shrine Essay Contest, announced  Victoria Pitenis of St. Demetrios 

Greek Orthodox Church in Daytona Beach as the author who placed 

first for her answer to the challenge presented in the 2010 Essay 

Contest.  

ñThe St. Photios Greek Orthodox 

National Shrine is one of the five 

institutions of our Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese in America.  The Shrine 

is located at the Avero House, in our 

nation's oldest city continually occu-

pied, St. Augustine.  The Shrine 

opened in 1982.  It is a memorial to 

the 500 Greeks who were part of the 

New Smyrna odyssey.  Throughout its 

28-year history, the Shrine has been 

referred to in poetic and descriptive 

ways.  It has been described as 'the 

jewel of St. George Street,' our 

'Plymouth Rock', 'our Ellis Island,' 

and 'a steadfast beacon to the Faith-

ful.'  Write an explanation of these 

descriptive words in relationship to 

the mission of the Shrine.  Consider 

the righteousness of this description 

of this historic and sacred site and 

tell us what the Shrine means to you 

in this context.ò 

     Victoria is the daughter of Jim and Elaine Pitenis and the grand-

daughter of Connie Spinos of Cambridge, Mass.  She is a junior at 

Spruce Creek High School in Port Orange, Fla.  Victoria will read 

her essay at the annual Greek Landing Day ceremonies in June 

2011. 

     Rebecca Morris of Mundelein, Ill. placed second.  She attends St 

Demetrios Church in Libertyville, Ill.  Jimmy Pitenis, brother of 

Victoria, placed third.  He is an altar boy at St Demetrios in Day-

tona Beach. 

     Mrs. Bacalis also thanked Father Louis and Presvytera Alice 

Noplos, who in memory of Father’s father, James Noplos, spon-

sored the fifth annual essay contest.  May his memory be eternal. 

     Mr. Noplos was from Chicago where he worked on the police 

force for many years.  He was a dedicated servant of God and of the 

people.  May his memory be eternal.  Father Lou is the proista-

menos at St. Demetrios in Baltimore.  Presvytera Alice is president 

of the Sisterhood of Presvyteres. 

     Upon reviewing the essays, Mrs. Bacalis said, “This continues to 

be a unique opportunity for the youth of our Church to witness their 

faith, their heritage - which in turn provides a blessed opportunity 

for all of the Church to witness the faith and wisdom of Her 

Youth.”  She expressed great appreciation for the work of her com-

mittee members, Renee Gahagan of Daytona Beach, Kathy Mendez 

of St. Augustine, and program consultant, Dr. Constantine Santas. 

Katherine congratulated all the participants, their parents and their 

church communities.  

    The essays were reviewed and winners selected by an independent 

panel of judges  - Jennifer E. Constantinou of New Jersey, Phyllis 

Meshel Onest of Ohio, and Presvytera Renee Ritsi of Florida. 

     The 2011 St. Photios Essay Contest is sponsored by Dino and 

Connie Rizopoulos in memory of their beloved grandson, Michael 

Rizopoulos who suddenly passed away in November 2010. 

      May his memory be eternal, may God give rest to his soul. 

 Polly 
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SAINT PHOTIOS SHRINE MUSEUM SHOP NEWS 
By Marcy Ballis 

    The Lenten Rose blooms in my 

garden with bowed head as the Ortho-

dox world slows its pace and turns to 

prayer, meditation and repentance. But 

in our heart of hearts the anticipation 

of the joy of the Resurrection bubbles 

and the Shrine Gift Shop prepares for 

the great celebration of the Anastasi! 

  

Porcelain Disc Icon Ornaments 
In April we are pleased to introduce a 

beautiful new porcelain disc ornament 

designed from the art of the Shrine 

Chapel ceiling. Archangel Michael 

joins The Nativity and Archangel 

Gabriel as the Third piece in the Orna-

ment Series. 

    Capturing the inspiring iconography 

of George Filippakis, the porcelain 

features brilliant jewel tones photo-

graphed once again by Marcy Ballis, 

reproduced faithfully by LDA Studio.   

  

    Archangel Michael is expected at 

the Shrine by Palm Sunday, and will 

be ready to ship to customers immedi-

ately. 

  Other traditional Pascha Season 

items abound, including the symbolic 

Faberge` style enameled boxes, each 

with a miniature egg pendant tucked 

inside to delight the gift recipient. 

They come in six gorgeous colors. 

  

New Line of Items Available 
    Spring Market in Atlanta yielded 

several exciting new resources includ-

ing lovely ceramic decorative items, 

silver jewelry and icons made in 

Greece. 

    From Tallahassee silversmith Lori 

Strickland,  new introductions feature  

unique artisan sterling jewelry with 

Story Cards to explain the meaningful 

designs. Lori's special "Peas in a Pod" 

pendant asks the question "How many 

peas are in your pod?" This freshwater 

pearl piece is sure to be a favorite for 

Wives, Mothers, Daughters and Best 

Friends! 

The Heart of our Gift Shop 
Books and Orthodox Icons are at the 

heart of our Gift and Book Store.  You 

may always rely on St. Photios Shrine as 

your prime source of Orthodox Christian 

inspirational and  educational  reading 

materials. The Orthodox Study Bible is 

now available with the Old Testament 

included. Traditional Greek-style cook-

ing is featured on the Cookbook Shelf. 

Orthodox scholars and clergymen's work 

is on hand or can be ordered specially 

for you. .St. Photios' knowledgeable 

Staff is always ready to assist you in 

choosing books for your personal use or 

as gifts for adults and children. Tele-

phone orders are welcome.  Free ship-

ping on gift items, excluding books, is 

our gift to you, now through Pente-

cost.  We look forward to a spring visit 

from our patrons!  Kalo Pascha!  


