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 About St. Photios Shrine 
   St. Photios Greek Orthodox  
National Shrine is a living    

memorial to the first Greek  

settlers on the American conti-

nent and to all Greek Orthodox 
pioneers whose love of freedom 

and desire for a better life for 

themselves and their children 

brought them to this New World. 
   Called ñThe Jewel of St. 

George Street,ò the St. Photios 

Chapel should be on every   

visitors ñmust seeò list. 
   The Shrine is located in his-

toric downtown St. Augustine, at 

41 St. George Street, between 

Orange and Cuna streets. 
    Hours of operation: Mon-Sat, 

9-5,  Sunday 12-6. 
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FISHERS, Ind. ï  At their 

joint meeting in Jacksonville, 

Fla., on Sept. 16-19 with the 
Regional Chaplains Network 

and Student Advisory Board, 

the Orthodox Christian Fel-

lowship Board of Directors 
focused on the newly estab-

lished Bishop Dimitrios of 

Xanthos OCF Endowment 

Fund, which has been estab-
lished to offer financial assis-

tance for the OCF ministry. 

   The Board also discussed 

the day-to-day operations of 
the North American OCF 

office, which are overseen by 

the Administration Commit-

tee, and heard reports from 
various committees and staff 

on program, student, and 

chapter development.  

   The Regional Chaplains 
held training sessions dealing 

with methods of ministering to 

college students and assisting 

them as they explore voca-
tions. Committees of the 

Chaplains Network discussed 

chapter resources, including 

workshop outlines, discussion  

OCF Board of Directors Honors Bishop Dimitrios 

OCF Board members and clergy attending the recent meeting in-
cluded: Natalie Kapeluck Nixon, Fr. Nicholas Hadzellis, Presbytera 
Shyla Hadzellis, Fr. Michael Nasser, Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos, 
Fr. Mark A. Leondis, Dn. Paul Zaharas and Jim Gianakis, with St. 
Photios Shrine Director Polly Hillier. 

The St. Photios National Shrine in St. Augustine, Florida 

guides, and training materials for 

local chaplains. The Chaplains also 

worked in conjunction with their 
Student Advisory Board counter-

parts on strategies for improved 

communication   with   OCFôs  300  

local chapters. 

   The Student Advisory Board 

(SAB), the voice of the student 
population on campuses, concen-

trated on OCF programming and  

Continued on page 12 

29th Annual  

Pilgrimage 

 Luncheon 

Sunday, February 6 

at 1:00 p.m. 

 Casa Monica Hotel 

95 Cordova Street 
St. Augustine, FL  
(904) 827-1888 

See related article on page 12 
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ST. PHOTIOS FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

Contact Us  

Friends of St. Photios newsletter is published by The St. Photios 
Greek Orthodox National Shrine.  

Personnel  

Polly Maouris Hillier ðDirector  

Fr. George IoannouðChaplain 

Fernando Arango, Gina MercadoðMuseum Docents 

Chia Hsuan Lin ð Office Manager 

St. Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine  

PO Box 1960  

St. Augustine, FL 32085 -1960 
Telï 1-904-829-8205/Fax 1-904-829-8707 

E-mail -  info@StPhotios.com 

Web siteï www.stphotios.com 

The St. Photios  Board of Trustees 

 Archbishop DEMETRIOS, Chairman 

Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta, President 

Harry Cavalaris, First Vice President 

Manuel N Tissura, Second Vice President 

Maria Carantzas, Treasurer 

Anthony Megas, Secretary 

Polexeni Maouris Hillier, Director 

Metropolis Representatives 

Rev Fr Demetrios Recachinas (Archdiocese) 

Christos Daphnides 

Rev Fr Peter Balkas (Chicago) 

Joanne Stavrakas 

Archdeacon Ryan Gzikowski (Pittsburgh) 

Angelo Koukoulis 

Rev Fr Paul Pantelis (Boston) 

Rose Papanickolas McGrath 

Harry Plomarity (Denver) 

George Parandes (Atlanta) 

Rev Fr Nicholas Pathenos (Detroit) 

William Bisbikis 

Rev Fr John Manuel (New Jersey) 

Vannette Carousis 

Sophia Nichols Karakoglou 

Ex-Officio Members 

Anthony Limberakis 

Order of St Andrew 

Aphrodite Skeadas 

Ladies Philoptochos Society 

Andrew A Athens 

United Hellenic American Congress 

Nicholas Karacostas 

Order of AHEPA 

Paulette Poulos 

Leadership 100 Endowment 

Rev Dr Nicholas Louh 

St. John the Divine, Jacksonville 

William Toundas 

Rev Fr George Ioannou 

Holy Trinity, St Augustine 

William Lulias 

Rev Fr Joseph Samaan 

St Demetrios, Daytona Beach 

Constantine M Rizopoulos 

Emeritus Board 

Bishop John of Amorion 

Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos 

Peter Bouras 

Eula Carlos 

Dr George Croffead + 

Ted Johnson 

Charles Masterpolis 

Ted Pappas 

Steve Poulos 

Ernest Villas + Polly Hillier with Magda and Ron Myer, Young At Heart, Tampa, 

Florida. 
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Meet the Staff  
ST. AUGUSTINE ñ A descendant of an old and distinguished Basque 

family, Fernando Arango Fernandez, one of the two Shrine docent man-

agers, grew up in Colombia. There he began his training as an artist at 

an early age. The arts played an important role in his family and his 

family in turn played an important role in the arts in Colombia. His pa-

ternal grandfather, Alberto Arango, established the first Academy of 

Fine Arts in Manizales, and his 

grandmother, Debora de Arango, 

became the Director. Fernando was 

very close to his uncle, Rafael Saenz, 

a well -known watercolorist who was 

a professor in Medellín; among his 

students was the great Colombian 

artist Fernando Botero. Many days 

and nights were spent in Rafael 

Saenzõs studio, watching the master 

and being initiated into the Fine 

Arts under his tutelage.  

    In that studio, and at the Academy 

of Fine Arts, Fernando studied color, 

composition, and classical painting 

techniques. This classical training 

was reinforced in the United States 

under a Florentine master. As a logi-

cal consequence of this Italian influ-

ence, Fernando began painting reli-

gious art while living in the colonial 

town of Villa de Leyva, Colombia. 

Still, examples of this earlier work adorn several chapels in that area. 

This environment of Sacred Art spurned a desire to travel to Greece, 

where Fernando studied Byzantine iconography, most notably on the 

island of Santorini.  

   The richness of Orthodox culture led him to be chrismated into the Or-

thodox Church where he gained a deeper understanding of how icons are 

used as a spiritual discipline. Not only are the finished images used as 

tools for praying, but for the sacred artist, the process of creating, or 

ôwritingõ icons, is also a way of meditating on God. The icons are windows 

to Heaven.  
Dedicated to iconography  

Fernando Arango Fernandez has dedicated himself to iconography, deep-

ening his research into the wondrous world of icons as well as teaching 

classes. His enthusiasm is transmittable.  

   His works are sought after and appreciated and in private collections 

and in Orthodox Churches, where his Byzantine style icons can be 

shared with the devoted. The icons have been exhibited and received 

with awards and accolades.  

   His great THEOTOKOS, a magnificent portrayal of the Mother of God 

and her Holy Child Jesus, was awarded the Best of Show Prize at the 

EXPRESSIONS OF DIVINE BEAUTY Exhibition organized by the 

Marial Museum of Sacred Art in St. Augustine, Florida, in December 

2005. The creation of Byzantine icons is the culminating point in Fer-

nando Arango Fernandezõs art, joining as they do, the spiritual and the 

aesthetic. For Fernando the icons are an all -absorbing experience.  

   He concludes, òThe more I learn about iconography, the more I realize 

how little I know. It is a profound and mysterious art, and a portal into 

the Divine, a pilgrimage toward the eternal.ó  Fernando works Sunday 

through Tuesday at St. Photios Shrine.  

Essay Contest Winners 
for 2009 Announced  

    In early January, Katherine Bacalis, chair of the 

Essay Committee of St. Photios Greek Orthodox 

National Shrine announced the winners of the 
Fourth Annual National Shrine Essay Contest. 

    Fifteen high school students submitted essays 

for the 2009 event. Emmanuel Maginas of Fair 

Oaks, Pa., placed first; Niko P. Birbilis of Moores-
town, N.J., placed second; and in third place, there 

was a tie ï Madelaine Assi of Jacksonville, Fla., 

and Victoria Pitenis of Daytona Beach, Fla., 

    Essays of Honorable Mention were written by 
freshmen, Nicholas Edward Kelly of Elkton, Fla., 

and Maggie Treuting of Swathmore, Pa. 

 Archbishop Demetrios signed certificates of  

participation that were issued to Chris Kateyian-
nis, Kristo Pantelides, Stephanie Thomas, Richa 

Susan Varughese, Sophia Kayafas, Christina Van-

Such, Elene Mironidis, Mary Blizzard and Angelo 

Pinar. 
    Contest judges Jennifer E. Constantinou, Pro-

fessor Nicholas Kokonis, and Presbytera Renee 

Ritzi ranked the 1000 word essays. 

   In announcing the national level awards, Ms. 
Bacalis said, ñWe are pleased to recognize the 

thoughts of these students who all so vividly 

shared their perspective with us. The concept of 

Christian witness materialized solidly for many of 
them.  I congratulate all the students and their 

families, who show beautiful dedication to their 

faith and heritage.ò 

    The St Photios Foundation thanks Mrs. Trudy 
Pappas and her daughters Pamela Toundas, Mary 

Grawe and Tina Blizzard for sponsoring the 2009 

Essay Contest in memory of their husband and 

father ï John N. Pappas of Jacksonville. 

   This humble man of God is remembered by all 

for his dedication to Christ.  May God give rest to 

his soul and comfort to all those who remember 
with love the dedication and joy that John had for 

his family, friends, but especially his church, St. 

John the Divine and St. Photios National Shrine. 

   Their sponsorship provided a laptop to the first 
prize winner and savings bond to all who place in 

the first, second and third place categories. 

    Mrs. Bacalis, with committee members, Renee 

Gahagan and Kathleen Mendez choose the topic 
each year.  Involved in the process is program 

consultant, Dr. Constantine Santas, retired profes-

sor of Flagler College and emeritus Execu-

tive Director Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos. 
   Students were offered a brief explanation of how 

the National Shrine provides an environment that 

witnesses the Orthodox Christian faith, Hellenism 

and US pre-revolutionary war history, specific to 

the British colonization of the southeastern United 

States. 

   The essay question asked:  ñWhat is the purpose 

of this witnessing, this outreach and how do you 
witness the Orthodox Faith in your life?ò  
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By Effie Fotopoulos 

12th Grade Teacher 

    Four years ago the 12th grade Sun-

day school class of Holy Trinity Greek 

Orthodox Cathedral of Charlotte, N.C. 

made a promise to Mrs. Polexeni 

Maouris-Hillier director of the St. 

Photios Shrine that they would raise 

money for the Reliquary, which en-

cases the Holy Relics of 18 of our 

most profound saints that are located 

in the St. Photios Shrine in St. 

Augustine, Fla.  

   On Oct. 31, that promise became a 

reality. The current 12th grade Sunday 

school class hosted a Holy Relics 

Fundraiser Luncheon and raised 

$4,380. 

    On behalf of the community of 

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathe-

dral, we would like to express our 

sincerest appreciation to Mrs. Polexeni 

Maouris-Hillier for taking the time out 

of her eventful schedule to come to 

Charlotte, and speak at the Holy Rel-

ics Fundraiser Luncheon. 

    Her presentation on the St. Photios 

Shrine and Holy Relics was very 

enlightening to our community. We 

were privileged to have had someone 

of her professional expertise and cre-

dentials address our parishioners. 

    Several people approached me after 

the event and told me how nice it was 

to have Mr. & Mrs. Hillier present at 

our communityôs fundraiser. 

     Their presence made the fundraiser 

much more personable and I am en-

thused to hear that many parishioners 

are now anxiously looking forward to 

making a pilgrimage to the St. Photios 

Shrine in the near future. 

    Fr. Michael Varvarelis, Father Phi-

lemon Patitsas, the 12th Grade Sunday 

school class, Mrs. Andrea Politis and I 

are thinking of new ways we can reach 

out to help the St. Photios Shrine in a 

profound way such as Mrs. Hillier 

does.   

     We are currently in the develop-

mental stage of writing a ñbookletò on 

the 18 Saints as a gift to the St. 

Photios Shrine. 

     This booklet will give a synopsis of 

each Saintôs life and will hopefully 

educate visitors on each of their works  

and contributions to our Greek Ortho-

dox faith. 

     With the help and blessings of our 

Lord and for the glory of His Holy 

Name we pray to have this project com-

pleted in about a year. 

    We would like to extend a special  

thank you to the Ladies of Philopto-

chos, the YAL, and the Youth Advisory 

Board for their vast donations. 

     Next, we would like to thank the 

parishioners who came to the Fund-

raiser Luncheon and showed their sup-

port to this most humbling honor of 

raising money for the Reliquary. 

     Also, we would like to thank Mr. 

Angelo Politis for taking pictures dur-

ing the event and assisting me in the 

production of a video, which is a photo 

montage of the St. Photios Shrine and 

the Holy Relics. 

     This video was played at the Fund-

raiser Luncheon as well as, the video 

ñOur Plymouth Rockò that was pro-

vided by Mrs. Hillier. Last, but not least 

we would like to thank all the people 

who helped cook and serve at Fund- 

raiser Luncheon. 

    We had a raffle of the Icon of St. Photios 

that was donated by the St. Photios Shrine. 

One of our most compassionate parishioners 

Mrs. Loula Kastriches won the Icon. 

     The money which was raised was received 

by the St. Photios Shrine on November 11th, 

2010 and there will be a commemorative in-

scription stating that the Reliquary was do-

nated by the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 

Cathedral of Charlotte. 

     We are looking forward to making our an-

nual pilgrimage to the St. Photios Shrine with 

our 12th grade Sunday school class in March 

2011 and working with Mrs. Polexeni Maouris

-Hillier on future endeavors. 

Charlotte 12th Graders Hold Fund -Raiser for Holy Relics  

Polly Hillier, Presvytera Katherine Constantinides, Mahe Polites - Event Co-chair, Irene 
Politis - President of Philoptochos at Holy Trinity and Efrosini Fotopoulos, 12th Grade Sun-
day School Teach and Event Co-chair  
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The 2011 Friends Membership Appeal Form 
I am supporting the outreach and ministry of this  embassy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese with this 

donation of __________________ in memory and in honor of the first Greek Colonists who settled in 

Florida in 1768. 
 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________ 

Telephone number: __________________________________ 

I will fulfill this donation:  

___ monthly   Check ___ 

___ semi annually  Credit Card: ________________ 

___ now, in full  _____________________________ 

Please print name as it appears on the credit card: 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

Credit Card # _________________________________________ 

Expiration Date:  _____________________________________ 

The Shrine belongs to every member of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese in America.   

Make St. Augustine your destination vacation and make a pilgrimage to your Shrine! 
 
email info@stphotios.com  Å web www.StPhotios.com 

St. Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine  
 

Polexeni Maouris Hillier, Director  
At the Avero House ï 41 St. George Street 

in historic downtown St. Augustine 

Post Office Box 1960  Å Saint Augustine, Florida 32085 
Telephone 904 829 8205  Å fax 904 829 8707   

    PITTSBURGH ð At the Metropolis of Pittsburghôs 2010 Clergy Laity 

Assembly Oct. 7-9, at Holy Cross Church, Metropolitan Maximos invited 

St. Photios Shrine Director Polly Hillier to attend the assembly,   

    A booth was set up with informational brochures, photographs and a pro-

motional for the Wall of Tribute. The Archons committed to joining the 

Wall of Tribute. This year they will sponsor Metropolitan Maximos's name 

to appear on the Wall. 

    Dr Nicholas Loutsion led others to being   included on the Shrine Wall of 

Tribute as well.  Ms. Hillier spoke with clergy at an afternoon session. 

    She brought to their attention the number of steadfast faithful who have 

consistently supported the Shrine. She   remembered with respect and grati-

tude Shrine Friends Frank Sarris and Peter Zikos. May their memory be 

eternal.  She shared data and statistics regarding the demographics of visi-

tors to the Shrine. 

Pittsburgh Metropolis Assembly  
Supports Wall of Tribute at Shrine  

Metropolitan Maximus, St Photios Foundation Trustees 
Angelo Koukoulis and Archdeacon Ryan with Polly Hillier.  
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   To perpetuate the Shrine's exis-

tence, earlier benefactors, themselves 

immigrants, erected a living memorial 
wall for the future -What better way 

to remember and honor them?  

   They left their villages, towns, cities 

and islands to come here. Our immi-
grant parents, grandparents, loved 

ones with hope and prayers arrived in 

this blessed country to find a better 

place for themselves and their fami-
lies. 

   Their struggles and successes are 

historic. As we revere the first Greek 

immigrants who arrived in America in 
1768, we also revere them, at our one 

and only, St. Photios Greek Orthodox 

National Shrine. 

    Visitors sense with an overwhelm-
ing awe the sacredness of the Shrine. 

It is truly an active witness to our 

Greek Orthodox faith and our rich 

Hellenic heritage. 
   In 1985, three years after the dedi-

cation of St. Photios National Shrine, 

Archbishop Iakovos, blessed the in-

stallation of the first Wall of Tribute. 

   Since 1998, the Archangel Michael Feast 

and Honors has presented an opportunity for 

the parishes of the holy Metropolis of Atlanta 

to celebrate the best of the best. 

    Anyone who attends knows the joy with 

which  Metropolitan Alexios, embraces the 

recipients of this award.  

    This year was no exception and we were in 

attendance to celebrate two of our Shrine 

family members on Saturday, November 13 

at the Annunciation Cathedral in Atlanta. 

   The Very Rev. Father Frank Kirlangitis 

was awarded the 2010 Metropolitanôs Clergy 

Choice for his extraordinary faithful, and 

unceasing ministry. 

    Fr. Frank served on the Archdiocesan  

National Committee commissioned with see-

ing to the establishment of St. Photios Shrine. 

    He attended with his daughter Maria and 

parishioners Helen and Tiffany Birakis 

(Tiffany is a 2010 recipient also, receiving 

her parish youth award). 

    Also, our beloved Shrine Godmother, 

Georgia Croffead, was bestowed the 2010 

Metropolitanôs Lay Choice for the Archangel 

Michael Honors. She was in attendance with 

her sister, her daughter Sandra, her grand - 

Metropolitan Alexios Bestows Archangel Michael Award  

daughter and grandson. George, of blessed memory, and Georgia Croffead 

humbled all of us by their lifelong faithful service, tireless efforts, and heart-

felt dedication to our holy Shrine.  Georgia continues to inspire us with her 

love, faith and commitment. AXIOI! AXIOI! AXIOI! 

Metropolitan Alexios with recipients of the Archangel Michael Award. 

Wall Honors Supporters  
   In doing so, the  Foundation with 

the vision of His Eminence, created 

a space of recognition for those indi-
viduals, families and organizations 

that contributed above and beyond 

the norm in support of the Shrine.  

    In 2010, Bishop Dimitrios of Xan-
thos blessed the installation of the 

second Wall of Tribute. This back 

lit, reverse etched glass wall replaces 

the brass plaques whose engraving 
costs prohibited the timely updating 

of the donors' lists.  

    Today, you are cordially invited 

to locate your place on the Shrine's 
Wall of Tribute. This is a unique 

way to witness your support of this 

sacred and historical site for genera-

tions to come. 
   You may wish to have your name 

engraved, or perhaps to honor an-

other on this place of honor, this site 

of remembrance. 
When you make a minimum dona-

tion of $2,000, you are purchasing 

two lines on the Wall of Tribute. 

Continued on page 8 

Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos blesses the Wall of Trib-
ute. 
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By Larry Odzak, PhD. 

    Migration of people from place to place, from one region to 

another, always involved two forces ï a push ï a deprivation in 

the native area pressing people to leave,  and the balancing pull 

ïone or more conditions  attracting migrants to the new desti-

nation. While the push and the pull of migration were constant, 

the situations that created them were forever diverse and evolv-

ing.  Invariably, the migrantsô hopes were high and usually the 

end results were mixed. 

    So in 1768, when the first Greek settlers sailed to Florida, 

recently acquired by the British from Spain, to work on An-

drew Turnbullôs land, the most compelling push from home 

was the lack of freedom under harsh Ottoman domination.   

Conditions that formed the pull were chances to achieve liberty 

and build a better future. 

   One can argue about successes and failures of this venture, so 

well described in the book New Smyrna.  By the 1780s and 

1790s, with Florida back under Spanish rule, some survivors of 

the Turnbull plantation, such as Petros Cotsifakis, Ioannis 

Giannopoulos, Demetrios Fudulakis and others who settled in 

St. Augustine, did achieve fair success ï they were free, had 

families, acquired some property, and led a moderately pros-

perous life. 

   Doubtlessly, they also suffered flashbacks about their life of 

indenture on the mosquito and alligator infested Turnbull plan-

tation, that took the lives of the majority of their compatriots, 

whose reach for freedom ended in disaster. 

    One century later, during the 1890s one discerned the begin-

ning of a whole new wave of migrants coming from southern 

and eastern Europe. 

    By this time America, the land of the free, had become a 

destination for immigrants looking for the elusive improved 

life.  The War Between the States was but a memory and popu-

lation ï especially in the cities ï was growing. 

    The push compelling Greeks to leave their native lands ï 

from Epirus in the north to Crete in the south, from Corfu to 

the Dodecanese, and from Cyprus along the coast of Asia   

Minor to Smyrna and Constantinople - were bad crops, Otto-

man oppression and wars, and plain lack of opportunity to 

make a decent living; the pull to America consisted of the eter-

nal desire for equality and freedom, as well as increasingly 

numerous ways to make some money and achieve economic 

independence.  

    By 1910 the wave had become a flood; thousands upon thou-

sands of Greeks immigrated into the USA; most through New 

Yorkôs Ellis Island, but also through other ports, including 

Charleston, New Orleans, and San Francisco. 

    American authorities placed few restraints on the newcom-

ers; the basic provision was that one had to be healthy. 

    Most Greek immigrants stayed in the north-eastern states 

and found work in various factories, mines, and textile indus-

tries.  Chicago, New York, and most larger cities had a Greek 

town; Lowell, Mass., had 20,000 Greeks among its 100,000 

inhabitants.  However, a significant minority drifted to the 

southern states, where they saw opportunities to own their own  

businesses and establishments.  Enterprising and money wise as 

they were, in the northern states only about one Greek in twenty 

was his own boss, whereas south of the Mason-Dixon line, 

every third Greek immigrant ran his own business.  

    Not surprisingly, Greeks in the south ï in constant daily con-

tact with the American population ï learned English faster, 

started forming families sooner, and many made the decision to 

settle permanently in America earlier than their compatriots in 

the north. 

    And they also came under greater nativist pressure to assimi-

late ï to become part of the American ñmelting potò.  Invariably, 

Greeks, and immigrants of every other ethnic group,     resisted.  

In fact, most immigrants worked hard to retain their traditions 

and mores, and only adapted or readjusted their   culture to 

American ways ï causing in turn changes in the American soci-

ety, as they became part of it. 

    In the early 1900s, Greek immigrants formed associations and 

fraternities, organized parishes, and bought or built churches and 

community halls. 

    Although outwardly most houses of worship looked similar, 

and Protestant churches predominated, one could easily find 

Roman Catholic churches, built by the Irish, Polish and Italian 

immigrants, as well as a number of Orthodox churches, serving 

religious needs of the Greeks, Russians, and Serbs. 

    At this time, the vast majority of new immigrants married 

within their ethnic group.  Greeks may have traveled home to 

bring back a bride, or found a suitable girl within the community 

and obtained her parentsô permission to wed.  Only later, after 

World War II, and with the second generation, marriages with 

other than Greeks were no longer unusual. 

    The 1970s saw a reawakening of the desire to connect to the 

ethnic roots, which the new generation of Greek Americans 

again adapted to American ways.  Greek Festivals, where one 

would be ñGreek for a Day,ò became ubiquitous.  

    New Church buildings acquired a Byzantine dome over a 

cross-shaped nave, where men and women no longer stood sepa-

rately, but sat    together in pews and large parts of the services 

and Liturgies would be conducted in English. 

    Two centuries after the surviving Greek colonists met in the 

Avero House in St. Augustine, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 

of America purchased and refurbished the building, to serve as a 

Greek Orthodox beacon, commemorating the earliest Greek 

immigrants.  In 1982, this writer was fortunate to attend the 

Thyranoixia of St. Photios Shrine, conducted by Bishop John of 

Amorion ï the first Bishop born in the United States. Much has 

changed since the arrival of the first Greek immigrants, some 

242 years ago. Immigration from Greek lands dwindled to a 

trickle.  Americans of Greek origin have become one of the best 

educated ethnic groups in America.  They also predominantly 

entered into marriages with non-Greeks, causing the Greek Or-

thodox Church to move resolutely to attract the modern mixed 

families to Orthodoxy.  One could say we are following the lead 

of St. Photios ï our Orthodox faith remained eternal, even as the 

Archdiocese and its parishes established their new web sites, 

including Facebook and twitter. 

What a difference 100 years make:  a look  

 at 2 -1/2  centuries of Greek immigration  
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Wall Honors Supporters 
 

from page 6  

Each line allows for 32 characters, including 
spaces and punctuation.  

   With each additional $500, we will provide 

an additional line for your use. Like St. 

Photios, our Shrine is called to be a beacon to 
the faithful during turbulent times. Our 

Shrine is called to live in active witness and 

to afford the gospel of Christ to all who pass 

through its doors. 
   What better way to remember and honor 

them?  

SAINT PHOTIOS SHRINE MUSEUM SHOP NEWS  
    Icons are the most popular item sold in 

the museum shop.  Kyriakos and 

Anastasia Mavroudhis of Waltham, Mass. 

provide hundreds of icons each year. 

    The 4 x 6 mounted print on wood is  

complete with the story of the subject on 

the back.  They retail for $14.00 each. 

We also depend on the monasteries of the 

Paracletos (Abbeville, S.C.) and 

Annunciation near Ocala, Fla. for the     

personalized mounted icons that are done 

in house.  There is a variety of shapes, sizes, 

applications in prices ranging from $4.50 - 

hundreds of dollars. 

    The incense sold in the shop is purchased 

in bulk from two sources.  We buy from Mt. 

Athos through Jim Marvellas and from Mt 

Sinai Church Supplies here in America. 

    We carry jewelry and gift items pur-

chased primarily through vendors who sell 

at Atlanta's AmericasMart.  

    But we also have three items we produce 

for the gift shop  and St Photios Cross - a 

gold replica of the cross found at the Shrine 

during archeological excavations in 1970. 

    It was chosen to symbolize the enduring 

faith of the first colony of Greek Orthodox 

Christians to settle in the New 

World.  14k gold - $450, Sterling Silver - 

$100 St Photios Medal - this brilliant silver 

medal, issued by the Franklin mint 

in 1976 is an enduring symbol of America's 

bicentennial. 

    It commemorates the first Greek pioneers 

in America.  $45 St Photios Chapel Gabriel 

Ornament detail of the dome of George 

Filippakis' Archangel Gabriel.   

shop are Glory to God, Volume 

6.  

    This collection was written by 

Bishop John of Amorion, retired 

Greek Orthodox Bishop of At-

lanta and President Emeritus of 

St Photios Shrine; and The Lucky 

Child, a novel based on the life 

of her father's family during the 

pre-WWII era in Greece. 

 

NATIONAL SHRINE 

CHURCH SUPPLIES 
    National Shrine Church Sup-

plies (NSCS) offers greater se-

lections of candle sizes and 

types, and low factory low 

prices.  

     Nobody else can supply as 

many famous quality candle 

brands in this range of sizes and 

types direct from the factory. 

   Also available through NSCS 

are Epiphany Icon Holy Water 

Bottles, Candle Safety Cups, 

self-lighting charcoal, imported 

incense, and more. 

    NSCS offers opportunity to 

support this sacred and historic 

institution. 

    All proceeds aid in maintain-

ing the Saint Photios Greek Or-

thodox National Shrine. Please 

call National Shrine Church Sup-

plies toll-free 1-800-222-6727 

 Each 3" diameter ornament is individually 

gift-boxed with an enclosure card telling 

about the Saint Photios Greek Orthodox 

National Shrine.  $20 

   The books are ordered through Orthodox 

and private publishing houses.  

    The two most recent books to grace our  

callto:+11-800-222-6727
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"Ioannis Ioannopoulos" 
 

 by Lee Pinkerson 

 Ioannis Ioannopoulos was living free  
Where mountain cliffs rise from the sea  
The southern tip of the Peloponnese  
The ancient land of Mani Greece.  
 
When the Turks attacked the Mani 
tribe  
By surprise!   So many died.  
In grief he left his home and kin  
To sail across the ocean. 
 
With fourteen hundred desperate men  
Spaniards, Greeks and Italians  
Who left Minorca on eight British boats  
To colonize the Florida coast.  
 
Ioannis   Ioannopoulos the man from 
Mani  
Now has sealed his fate.  
�+�H�·�V���V�D�L�O�L�Q�J���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���$�W�O�D�Q�W�L�F���2�F�H�D�Q 
In seventeen sixty eight.  
 
He was promised freedom, land and 
gold 
To cultivate silk, wine and indigo.  
But in Florida, the New Smyrna colony  
Was living in captivity.  
 
For ten years the colony tried to thrive  
But from abuse, so many died.  
They finally escaped, hundreds walked 
all the way  
To the gates of Saint Augustine.  
 
The Catholics changed his name to 
Juan  
In the oldest wooden schoolhouse, his 
name lives on  
And the Orthodox Greeks have built a 
shrine  
To honor Ioannis and his people who 
survived  
 
Ioannis Ioannopoulos the man from 
Mani  
With the first Greek colony  
To establish in the New World  
And find freedom in Saint Augustine.  

Maria Gracia Dura Bin buried in St. Phillipôs Church Cemetery reads 

as follows:  

 

Sacred  to the Memory of Maria Gracia Turnbull 

 Relict and Consort of the late Dr. Andrew Turnbull 

 She departed this life August 2nd 1798, Aged 62 years. 

Dedicated to the Eternal memory of Maria Gracia Dura Bin Turnbull 

The Daughter of a Greek merchant of Smyrna, Asia Minor   

The first Greek woman to settle in  North America who with her         

husband,  Dr. Andrew Turnbull, established the Colony of New Smyrna, 

Florida on  June 26, 1768   

She, her husband, and children moved to Charleston, South Carolina 

May 13, 1782.  

Erected by  Plato Chapter No. 4, Order of AHEPA   

During the Observance of  Greek Ethnic Month of the Bicentennial  

May 11, 1974.  

(There is a seal of the organization not visible in the photograph) 

Gravestone Transcription at St. Phillipôs Church Cemetery Charleston SC 

St. Photios Shrine information display at the annual Atlanta Metropolis Hellenic 
Dance Festival held in Orlando, Fla., in mid-January. 


