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ST. PHOTIOS FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Contact Us 
Friends of St. Photios newsletter is published by The St. Photios 
Greek Orthodox National Shrine. 

Personnel 
Polly Maouris Hillier—Director 

Fr. Nikitas Theodosion—Chaplain 
Gina Mercada, Fernando Arango—Sales Clerks 

Chia Hsuan Lin — Bookkeeper 
St. Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine 
PO Box 1960—St. Augustine, FL 32085-1960 

Tel– 1-904-829-8205/Fax 1-904-829-8707 
E-mail-  info@StPhotios.com  •  Web site– www.stphotios.com 

The 2009-10 Board of Trustees 

Save the 
Date! 

 The 2010 
National Shrine 
Pilgrimage will 

take place      
February  

5th—7th 2010 

Archbishop Demetrios of America, Chairman 
Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta, President 
Harry Cavalaris, Vice-President (Atlanta) 

Maria Carantzas, Treasurer (Atlanta) 
Anthony Megas, Secretary (Atlanta) 
Polexeni Maouris Hillier, Director 

  
METROPOLIS REPRESENTATIVES 

Christos Daphnides, (Archdiocese) 
Lily Katos (Archdiocese) 

Rev. Peter Balkas (Chicago) 
Joanne Stavrakas (Chicago) 

Archdeacon Ryan Gzikowski (Pittsburgh) 
Angelo Koukoulis (Pittsburgh) 

Rev. Paul Pantelis (Boston) 
Rose Papanickolas McGrath (Boston) 

Rev. Christopher Constantinides (Denver) 
Harry Plomarity (Denver) 

Dr. Manuel Tissura (Atlanta) 
Rev. Nicholas Pathenos (Detroit) 

William Bisbikis (Detroit) 
Rev. Aris Metrakos (San Francisco) 

Paul Sogotis (San Francisco) 
Rev. Lou Noplos (New Jersey) 

Dr. Sophia Nichols Karakoglou (New Jersey) 
Vannette M. Carousis (New Jersey) 

  
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 

Dr. Anthony Limberakis, Order of St. Andrew 
Paulette Poulos, Leadership 100 

Aphrodite Skeadas, Ladies Philoptochos Society 
Ike Gulas, Order of AHEPA 
Andrew A. Athens UHAC 
Rev. Nikitas Theodosion 

Holy Trinity, St. Augustine, FL 
Mark Lasoff, Holy Trinity 
Rev. Dr. Nicholas Louh 

St. John the Divine, Jacksonville, FL 
William Toundas, St. John the Divine 

Rev. Joseph Samaan 
St. Demetrios, Daytona Beach, FL 

Constantine Rizopoulos, St. Demetrios 
  

EMERITUS BOARD 
Bishop John of Amorion 

Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos 
Peter Bouras 
Eula Carlos 

Dr. George Croffead 
Ted Johnson 

Charles Masterpolis 
Ted Pappas 

George Parandes 
Dr. Steve Poulos 

Ernest Villas +  (deceased) 

A Blessed Christmas 
and New Year to all 
our Friends of the 

Shrine. We look for-
ward to seeing you 
at the 28th annual  
Pilgrimage to St 
Photios Shrine. 
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Greeks of Stark County 
Available at Book Store 

Shrine Museum Store Offers Variety 

National 
 Shrine Church Supplies 

    National Shrine Church Supplies 
(NSCS) offers greater selections of candle 
sizes and types, and low factory prices. 
    No one else can supply as many famous 
quality candle brands in this range of sizes 
and types direct from the factory. 
Also available through NSCS are Epiphany 
Icon holy water bottles, candle safety cups, 
self-lighting charcoal, imported  incense 
and more. 
    NSCS offers the opportunity to support 
this sacred  and historic institution. 
    All proceeds aid in maintaining the St. 
Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine. 

Call toll-free 
1.800.222.6727 

St. Photios National Shrine Museum Store 

    We know that we have established our-
selves fully, when we are able to examine our 
immigration history within proscribed areas.  
Greeks may be Greeks throughout the world 
but within each community settled, a unique 
story is told.  
    In Greeks of Stark County, husband and 
wife authors,  William  & Regine Johnson 
Samonides, tell the unique story of Greeks 
who arrived in Ohio in the early 20th century.  
    In the first half of the 20th century, Stark 
County was one of the largest growing regions 
of the country.  Massillon and Canton were 
two of the fastest growing cities.  Located in 
northeastern Ohio, Stark County was an indus-
trial epicenter, providing alloy steel for the 
nation.  The demand for labor brought waves 
of immigrants from Greece and Asia Minor to 
settle in Canton and Massillon. 
  This unique blend of economic opportunity 
combined with political issues in Asia Minor 
provided an unparalleled circumstance for the 
families of Stark County. 
     The authors spent more than ten years re-
cording the oral histories of Greek immigrants 
and their families. They share more than 200 
vintage images in their book.   
   With accounts from families seeking  eco-
nomic opportunity to the history of Greek 
chocolate making, the authors capture the 
unique & compelling narrative of what life 
was like for these intrepid immigrants.    
    Greeks of Stark County is available from 
the Shrine Museum Gift Shop Bookstore at 
$19.95 
 About the Authors 
    William H. Samonides and his wife Regine 
Johnson Samonides both hold doctorates from 
Harvard University.  William was born in 
Canton, a descendant of Greek immigrants.  
He  is the  historian of Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox church in Canton and President of 
the Asia Minor Hellenic American Society, the 
largest North American organization of 
Greeks who trace their ancestry to modern 
Turkey.  
    Regine was born in Chicago. Her research 
has included work in Greek, French, German, 
Danish, Chinese and Japanese.  She is cur-
rently serving on the Parish council at Holy 
Trinity  Greek  Orthodox  Church  and  is co-
editor of Mikra-Asiatika, the bimonthly news-
letter of the Asia Minor Hellenic American 
Society.   
 

The Bookstore and Gift 
Shop at the St. Photios 
Greek Orthodox National 
Shrine offers an extensive 
collection of quality, im-
ported merchandise which 
includes many Greek Ortho-
dox religious gifts and 
icons, with a sizeable inven-
tory of religious and histori-
cal books. 
 The Shrine became the ex-
clusive distributor of a 
unique line of greeting cards 
designed by Marcy Ballis.  
Each card is individually 
hand crafted and features a 
photograph or religious im-
age of a place or saint.  The 
beauty of the card communi-
cates a message all its own.  
There are twelve styles to 
choose from with the inside 
blank for your personal mes-
sage.  Cost is $3.50 for one 
or $3.00 when purchasing 
more than one. 
 Also available is the Arch-
angel Gabriel porcelain disc 
($15.00).   This original icon 
was hand written by George 
Filippakis and can be found 
in the east dome of the St 
Photios chapel.   
  Your first choice in select-
ing a gift for yourself or for 
someone special to you 
should be the Shrine’s Gift 
and Bookstore.  
     Proceeds maintain our 
National Shrine. Salesclerks 
are Fernando Arango and 
Gina Mercado. 
      Call today, 1-800-222-
6727 or 1-904 829 8205. 




